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Press release                                                                      Ho Chi Minh City, dated 07 June 2010
New rhino postcards available for the public 
HCMC, dated 07 April 2010 – In the memory of the dead Javan Rhino, this postcard has just been produced by Wildlife at Risk (WAR). The postcard sized 13cm X 18cm aims to raise public awareness on conservation surrounding the rhino and other endangered species.

The postcards are being distributed widely to the audience of Khan Quang Do and Rua Vang magazines, secondary school students and anyone who are interested in learning more about Vietnam’s unique wildlife and biodiversity. 

Comments on the postcards will be collected and processed to produce a special Asian Elephant postcard in the memory of the seven dead wild elephants. Sadly there are about 100 wild elephants left in Vietnam. Together with the rhino and elephant postcards, Wildlife At Risk (WAR) will also be disturbing other postcards about the Tiger and the Bear, which will be available to the public in Mid June 2010. 
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“There are currently around 400 different species including the rhino that are endangered in Vietnam. It’s vital we all act immediately otherwise, these species could disappear forever. The postcard will be designed as a small gift from WAR to the public in the hope that people will pay more attention on wildlife protection in general and Rhino conservation in particular”, said Nguyen Vu Khoi, CEO-Wildlife at Risk. 

Contact
Do Thi Thanh Huyen
Wildlife Education Coordinator
Wildlife at Risk
161A/1 Nguyen Van Thu, District 1, HCMC 

Tel: 08 3 9106 126; Fax: 08 3 9106127; 
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Mobile: 0912287156

Email: huyen@wildlifeatrisk.org, 

Website: www.wildlifeatrisk.org 
Note
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Additional information
About WAR

Wildlife At Risk (WAR) is dedicated to protecting the biodiversity of Vietnam by combating the illegal wildlife trade and promoting the conservation of endangered species and their habitats.

Founded in 2003 in Vietnam, WAR currently co-operates with government bodies, local authorities, institutions, organizations and individuals both nationally and internationally to implement it’s initiatives in four provinces including Ho Chi Minh City, Kien Giang, Dong Nai and Can Tho. WAR is working in three areas including:

· Wildlife education programmes aim to raise awareness, improve knowledge, foster attitude and enhance skills for stakeholders so that they are able to make educated decisions to change their behaviours towards wildlife protection. 
· Enforcement programmes aim to reduce the exploitation of endangered species and support the confiscation, rehabilitation and possible release of illegal traded wildlife. WAR is working with the Forest Protection Department to support, establish and operate the Cu Chi Wildlife Rescue Station, Cat Tien Bear and Wild Cat Rescue Station, and Hon Me Wildlife Rescue Station. 
· Conservation programmes aim to identify the richness of biodiversity and to safeguard endangered species and their habitats. 

About the Rhino death

In early May, a Rhino carcass was found in Cat Tien National Park. A bullet was found in the left fore leg, and signs of horn removed were found on the skull. The Rhino must be dead for several months. No body knows why the Rhino died and a big investigation is being conducted to find out the reason. The scientists are analyzing the DNA samples to know more about the dead Rhino. Answer from the DNA analysis might also reveal if that is the last Rhino in Vietnam. 

According to the scientists, the possibility that the Rhino was hunted is very high. Many people also doubt that the dead Rhino is the last Rhino in Vietnam. We are looking forward for the DNA analysis result from the scientists. 
The subspecies of Javan Rhino (Rhinoceros sondaicus annamiticus) is only found in Cat Tien National Park, Vietnam. The other sub species with about 40 to 60 individuals are found in Indonesia. If the dead Rhino in Vietnam is the last one, the world will experience the extinction of one sub-species Javan Rhino. 

You and your audience are invited to collect the free postcards at WAR Office. 


From 7 to 15 June 2010 at: 161a/1 Nguyen Van Thu, District 1, HCMC (900 Rhino postcards are available.)


From 21 to 30 June at WAR’s new office: 202/10 Nguyen Xi, Ward 26, Binh Thanh District, HCMC (600 sets of Elephant, Tiger and Bear postcards, plus the Rhino postcard left)


Time: 	9 AM to 5PM, Monday to Friday
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